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(c) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Section 284(a) of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2395(a)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 271 and inserting
“‘section 273.

SEC. 535. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this subtitle

shall take effect on October 1, 2004.

Subtitle D—Office of Trade Adjustment
Assistance

SEC. 541. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Trade
Adjustment Assistance for Firms Reorga-
nization Act’.

SEC. 542. OFFICE OF TRADE ADJUSTMENT AS-

SISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 3 of title II of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2341 et seq.) is
amended by inserting after section 255 the
following new section:

“SEC. 255A. OFFICE OF TRADE ADJUSTMENT AS-
SISTANCE.

‘“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of the
Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms Re-
organization Act, there shall be established
in the International Trade Administration of
the Department of Commerce an Office of
Trade Adjustment Assistance.

‘‘(b) PERSONNEL.—The Office shall be head-
ed by a Director, and shall have such staff as
may be necessary to carry out the respon-
sibilities of the Secretary of Commerce de-
scribed in this chapter.

‘‘(c) FuNcTIONS.—The Office shall assist the
Secretary of Commerce in carrying out the
Secretary’s responsibilities under this chap-
ter.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Trade Act of 1974 is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 255, the following new item:

“Sec. 256bA. Office of Trade Adjustment As-

sistance.”.

SEC. 543. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this subtitle
shall take effect on the earlier of—

(1) the date of the enactment of this Act;
or

(2) October 1, 2004.

TITLE VI-IMPROVEMENT OF CREDIT FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE COSTS OF ELIGI-
BLE INDIVIDUALS

SEC. 601. CLARIFICATION OF 3-MONTH REQUIRE-
MENT OF EXISTING COVERAGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section
35(e)(2)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (defining qualifying individual) is
amended by inserting ‘‘(prior to the employ-
ment separation necessary to attain the sta-
tus of an eligible individual)” after ‘9801(c)’’.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
173(£)(2)(B)(ii)(I) of the Workforce Investment
Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2918(H)(2)(B)(ii)(I)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘(prior to the employ-
ment separation necessary to attain the sta-
tus of an eligible individual)’’ after ‘“1986°°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section take effect on the date
of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 602. DISREGARD OF TAA PRE-CERTIFI-
CATION PERIOD FOR PURPOSES OF
DETERMINING WHETHER THERE IS
A 63-DAY LAPSE IN CREDITABLE
COVERAGE.

(a) ERISA AMENDMENT.—Section 701(c)(2)
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1181(c)(2)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

¢(C) TAA-ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—

‘(i) DISREGARD OF PRE-CERTIFICATION PE-
RIOD.—In the case of a TAA-eligible indi-
vidual, the period beginning on the date the
individual has a TAA-related loss of cov-
erage and ending on the date the individual
is certified by the Secretary (or by any per-
son or entity designated by the Secretary) as
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being eligible for a qualified health insur-
ance costs credit eligibility certificate for
purposes of section 7527 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 shall not be taken into ac-
count in determining the continuous period
under subparagraph (A).

‘“(ii) DEFINITIONS.—The terms ‘TAA-eligi-
ble individual’, and ‘TAA-related loss of cov-
erage’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 605(b)(4)(C).”.

(b) PHSA AMENDMENT.—Section 2701(c)(2)
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
300gg(c)(2)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

¢(C) TAA-ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—

‘(i) DISREGARD OF PRE-CERTIFICATION PE-
RIOD.—In the case of a TAA-eligible indi-
vidual, the period beginning on the date the
individual has a TAA-related loss of cov-
erage and ending on the date the individual
is certified by the Secretary (or by any per-
son or entity designated by the Secretary) as
being eligible for a qualified health insur-
ance costs credit eligibility certificate for
purposes of section 7527 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 shall not be taken into ac-
count in determining the continuous period
under subparagraph (A).

‘“(ii) DEFINITIONS.—The terms ‘TAA-eligi-
ble individual’, and ‘TAA-related loss of cov-
erage’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 2205(b)(4)(C).”".

(¢c) TRC AMENDMENT.—Section 9801(c)(2) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating
to not counting periods before significant
breaks in creditable coverage) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

(D) TAA-ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—

‘(i) DISREGARD OF PRE-CERTIFICATION PE-
RIOD.—In the case of a TAA-eligible indi-
vidual, the period beginning on the date the
individual has a TAA-related loss of cov-
erage and ending on the date the individual
is certified by the Secretary of Labor (or by
any person or entity designated by the Sec-
retary of Labor) as being eligible for a quali-
fied health insurance costs credit eligibility
certificate for purposes of section 7527 shall
not be taken into account in determining the
continuous period under subparagraph (A).

‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—The terms ‘TAA-eligi-
ble individual’, and ‘TAA-related loss of cov-
erage’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 4980B(£)(5)(C)(iv).”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section take effect on the date
of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 603. IMPROVEMENT OF THE AFFORDABILITY
OF THE CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 35(a) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to credit
for health insurance costs of eligible individ-
uals) is amended by striking ‘65> and insert-
ing “75.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
7527(b) of such Code (relating to advance pay-
ment of credit for health insurance costs of
eligible individuals) is amended by striking
65"’ and inserting ‘75,

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section apply to taxable years
beginning after December 31, 2004.

SEC. 604. EXPEDITED REFUND OF CREDIT FOR
PRORATED FIRST MONTHLY PRE-
MIUM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7527 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to advance
payment of credit for health insurance costs
of eligible individuals) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(e) EXPEDITED PAYMENT OF PRORATED
FIRST MONTHLY PREMIUM.—The program es-
tablished under subsection (a) shall provide
for payment to a certified individual of an
amount equal to the applicable percentage
(as defined in section 35(a)(2)) of the prorated
first monthly premium for coverage of the
taxpayer and qualifying family members
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under qualified health insurance for eligible
coverage months upon receipt by the Sec-
retary of evidence of payment of such pre-
mium by the certified individual.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section takes effect on the date
of enactment of this Act.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PRODUCTION AND PRICE
COMPETITIVENESS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I an-
nounce that the Subcommittee on Pro-
duction and Price Competitiveness of
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry will conduct a field
hearing on April 13, 2004 in Smithfield
North Carolina at 10 a.m. The purpose
of this hearing will be to discuss the
necessity of a tobacco quota buyout.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs will meet on
Wednesday, April 7, 2004, at 10 a.m. in
Room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
Building to conduct a business meeting
on S. 1529, bill to amend the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act to include pro-
visions relating to the payment and ad-
ministration of gaming fees, and for
other purposes; and S. 1955, a bill to
make technical corrections to laws re-
lating to Native Americans, and for
other purposes.

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224-2251.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WILDLIFE, AND
WATER

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee Committee on Fisheries,
Wildlife, and Water be authorized to
meet on Tuesday, April 6, 2004 at 9:30
a.m. to conduct a hearing to evaluate
chronic wasting and disease in our Na-
tion’s water.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that two members
of my staff, Adam Aston and Tiffany
Kebodeaux, be granted the privilege of
the floor for the duration of the debate
on S. 2207.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Jarret Heil
and Trenton Norman be granted the
privilege of the floor during the re-
mainder of the debate on S. 1367.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
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